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them, because the latter offered them cheaper rates and higher
prices for their goods than Portuguese in the castle. The gover-
nors of Sao Jorge da Mina were therefore in continual negotia-
tion with the negroes. Native policy was opportunist and un-
principled, to some extent depending upon local circumstances
and to some extent conditioned by custom. Attempts were made
to bind the Comani, the Fetu and the Aupya [Yabi?] in alliance
with the Portuguese through the common bond of religion; but
it is not without significance that, whenever this policy was
tried, the Portuguese always first insisted upon taking into the
castle as hostages of good faith a prominent member of the
native king's court, perhaps his son, and the native king, on his
side, generally met the proposal that he should become a con-
vert with a desire for suitable presents. When such a proposal
was made to the King of Fetu, for example, he replied by asking
the Portuguese to build him a chapel and a house for himself
and to present him with an ass, or a horse, and two trunks in
which to keep his gold! (docs. 16, 28). Most of the Portuguese
probably regarded missionary zeal as of only secondary import-
ance. More important were the presents and gifts to keep the
negroes quiet. Bribery, indeed, was a favourite method of
pacifying them. Trade on the coast was nearly always preceded
by the giving of small presents to the local chief in order to
induce him to barter. Custom, moreover, decreed that certain
princes should receive presents at regular intervals. Thus, in
1520, Pacheco, at that time the newly appointed governor of
Sao Jorge, ordered gifts for the King of the Acames [Accanees ?] *,
because 'this was the custom and they have to be given by order
of our lord the king upon the arrival of his captains in this city
[of Sao Jorge]' (doc. 45). Failing gentle methods, however, the
Portuguese did not hesitate to terrorise the negroes into obedi-
ence and submission. They would send armed galleys along the
coast, disembark, and burn the canoes and the houses of recal-
citrant blacks, or take them prisoners and carry them to the
castle, where they would enslave them. They often adopted this
1 The Accanees lived behind the Fetu in the seventeenth century. They
were famed as traders, bringing gold from Ashanti and Akim down to the coast
(Bosman, Description, p. 68).